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DETAILED ACTION . 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of applicants claim of priority over applications 2002- 
281054 and 2003-324638 filed in Japan on 9/26/2002 and 9/17/2003, respectively. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 8, 9, 14 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hara et al. (hereinafter 'Hara\ Pub. No. 2001/0012051). 



Regarding claim 1, Hara teaches a receiving apparatus (Portable terminal 12, 
Fig. 1), comprising: 

a reception circuit for receiving image data transmitted through a network (62-64, 
Fig. 2 or [0076]); 

an output circuit for outputting the image data received by said reception circuit to 
a display apparatus (Display Section 40, Fig. 2); and 
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a control circuit for generating a signal (60, Fig. 2) for requesting an apparatus 
for controlling the transmission (Communication Manager Center 10, Fig. 1), to 
transmit the image data in a transmission mode according to a size of a display area in 
which an image based on the image data is displayed (Portable device 12 sends 
information about its display size in order that the transmitted data fits its display 
settings, [0015], [0062]-[0064], [0080], [0081]). 

Regarding claim 8, Hara teaches a receiving apparatus wherein said output 
circuit includes a buffer memory for storing the image data received by said reception 
circuit, and changes an amount of data to be stored in said buffer memory according to 
the transmission mode in which the transmission is requested to be performed (42, Fig. 
2 or [0059], where the amount of data stored in the buffer inherently changes as 
the data is received and displayed). 

Regarding claim 9, Hara teaches a receiving apparatus, wherein said reception 
circuit receives a signal specifying the size of the display area in which the image based 
on the image data is displayed ([0066]-[0072], [0113]). 

Regarding claim 14, Hara teaches a receiving apparatus wherein said receiving 
apparatus has the display apparatus built-in (LCD 41, Fig. 2). 
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Regarding claim 22, Hara teaches an image display system comprising a 
receiving apparatus (Portable terminal 12, Fig. 1, when receiving) and a transmission 
apparatus for transmitting at least one of pieces of the image data (14 a-c and 10, Fig. 
1; [0043]-[0047]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-7, 10-13, 15-21 and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hara et al. (hereinafter 'Hara', Pub. No. 2001/0012051) in view 
of Radford et al. (hereinafter 'Radford 1 , Pub. No. 2002/0144276). 

Regarding claim 2, Hara teaches all the limitations of the claim it depends on. On 
the other hand, although Hara teaches that the receiver generates a signal to inform its 
display resolution for getting the transmitted data matching its settings (See rejection to 
claim 1), he does not explicitly teach having a receiving apparatus wherein said control 
circuit selects the transmission mode from a plurality of transmission modes having 



Application/Control Number: 10/667,414 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2623 

different transmission speeds, and generates a signal for requesting transmitting the 
image data in the selected transmission mode. 

However, in an analogous art, Radford teaches that the user at the receiver can 
select and request to the transmitter to send the data in one of various transmission 
modes ([0008], [0021], [0025], [0031], where the user defines the speed of the 
connection, the quality of the content, size, bit rate, frame rate, etc). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skilled in the art to have 
modified Hara's invention with Radford's teaching of being able to change the settings 
of the display and receive data satisfying them for the benefit of 'providing streamed 
data to the users in a format appropriate to the user's connection speed and that allows 
a user to actively control the quality of video being delivered' (Radford, [0006]). 

Regarding claim 3, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach having 
receiving apparatus wherein said control circuit selects from the plurality of transmission 
modes a transmission mode having a transmission speed lower than that of a maximum 
reception speed, in which said reception circuit can receive through said network 
(Radford, [0011], [0022], [0025], [0029]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 17, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach 
having a receiving apparatus, wherein the image data includes data for displaying a 
series of images, and the plurality of transfer modes includes at least a plurality of 
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transfer modes in which frame rates of the series of images are different from each 
other (Radford, [0025]). 

Regarding claim 5, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach having a 
receiving apparatus, wherein the plurality of transfer modes includes a first mode and a 
second mode, the first mode being a mode in which resolution of an image to be 
displayed on a basis of data transmitted in the first mode is recognized to be higher than 
resolution of an image to be displayed on a basis of data transmitted in the second 
mode (Radford, [0017], [0025], [0029] and [0031] or Hara, [0084] -[0086]). 

Regarding claim 6, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach having a 
receiving apparatus, wherein the image data includes data for displaying a series of 
images, and the plurality of transfer modes includes a first mode and a second mode, 
the second mode being a mode in which visibility of a movement of an object in a series 
of images displayed on a basis of data transmitted in the second mode is higher than 
visibility of a movement of an object in a series of images displayed on a basis of data 
transmitted in the first mode ([0017], [0025], [0029] and [0031], where visibility of a 
movement of an object varies from no movement (audio), slight movement 
(slideshow) and full movement (video)). 

Regarding'claim 7, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach having a 
receiving apparatus, wherein said reception circuit receives transmission mode 
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information including at least information of a plurality of transmission modes which an 
apparatus for performing transmission of the image data can transmit (The program or 
interface that displays the possible transmission modes can be downloaded to 
the receiver, Radford, [0008]. Also, as per Hara, the receiver keeps a table of 
destination's resolutions in order to send the data for that resolution when the 
receiver is transmitting video, [0066]-[0072]). 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach 
a receiving apparatus wherein said control circuit performs control in order that images 
may be displayed in a plurality of display areas severally (The change of settings is at 
user's will, therefore he/she can change size of the image severally and inherently 
the area where they are displayed), the display areas including at least a first display 
area being the display area in which the image based on the image data is displayed 
and a second display area different from the first display area, a size of said first display 
area determined on a basis of designation made by a transmitter of image data for 
displaying an image in the second display area (Given that it is the same transmitter 
that has the different qualities of the same video, Radford [0028], [0033] , it is the 
transmitter of image data for displaying an image in the second display the one 
that sets the size of the first display area, Radford [0019]). 



Regarding claim 12, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach a 
receiving apparatus, wherein said receiving apparatus displays a television broadcast in 
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the second display area (Hara, [0093] and [0102], where the receiver can be set to 
receive television broadcast). 

Regarding claims 13, 19, 20 and 27, the combined teachings of Hara and 
Radford teach a receiving apparatus, wherein said reception circuit receives information 
related to time when the size of the display area in which the image is displayed is 
changed, and said control circuit changes the transmission mode requested to said 
apparatus for controlling the transmission on a basis of the information related to the 
time (Radford, [0031]). 

Regarding claims 15 and 24, Hara teaches a receiving apparatus (Portable 
terminal 12, Fig. 1), comprising: 

a reception circuit for receiving first image data for displaying an image in a first 
display area in a maximum display area of a display apparatus (62-64, Fig. 2 or [0076], 
[0086]), second image data for displaying an image in a second display area in the 
display area, and an information related to image displaying in the first display area; and 

a control circuit (60, Fig. 2) for generating a signal for requesting an apparatus 
for controlling the transmission of the first image data (Communication Manager 
Center 10, Fig. 1) to transmit the first image data on a basis of the information. On the 
other hand, although Hara teaches that a second image data can be transmitted to the 
receiving apparatus, it does not explicitly teach that the transmitter of the second image 
data specifies the information for transmitting the first image data. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Radford teaches that the user at the 
receiver can select and request to the transmitter to send the data in one of various 
transmission modes ([0008], [0021], [0025], [0031], where the user defines the speed of 
the connection, the quality of the content, size, bit rate, frame rate, etc). Therefore, 
given that it is the same transmitter that has the different qualities of the same video, 
Radford [0028], [0033], it is the transmitter of image data for displaying an image in the 
second display the one that sets the size of the first display area, Radford [0019]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skilled in the art to have 
modified Hara's invention with Radford's teaching of being able to change the settings 
of the display and receive data satisfying them for the benefit of 'providing streamed 
data to the users in a format appropriate to the user's connection speed and that allows 
a user to actively control the quality of video being delivered' (Radford, [0006]). 

Regarding claim 16,18 and 25-26, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford 
teach a receiving apparatus, wherein the information includes at least information 
indicating a size of the first display area (Hara, [0085] where the receiving device 
sends information of its display for the transmitted data to satisfy its resolution; 
or Radford, [0019], [0029]-[0031]). 

Regarding claim 21, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach a 
receiving apparatus, wherein the first image data and the second image data are 
received by the receiving apparatus through different paths (Radford, [0028]; if the 
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different quality level videos are stored in different host servers, different paths 
are used for transmission). 

Regarding claim 23, the combined teachings of Hara and Radford teach an 
image display system comprising a receiving apparatus (Hara, Portable terminal 12, 
Fig. 1, when receiving) and a transmission apparatus for transmitting at least one of 
the image data (Hara, 14 a-c and 10, Fig. 1; [0043]-[0047]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Parra whose telephone number is 571-270-1449. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Under Academy Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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